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FESTIVAL

Laker Traditions
to host annual
ExtravaGRANDza
BY TYLEE BUSH
TBUSHmANTHORN.COM

Student senate elects 2017-18 cabinet members
BY JESS HODGE
ASSOCIA TE(a)LAN THORN. COM

n their longest meeting of
the semester, Grand Valley
State University’s student sen
ate nominated, voted on and
elected the cabinet members for
the 2017-18 school year.
During the five-and-a-half-hour
long meeting, it was clear the mem
bers on the newly-elected body were
taking these elections seriously. For
each position, each candidate was
allotted a five-minute speech, after
which there were 15 minutes, or
five questions, allowed for questions
from the senators and then 10 min
utes for a discussion.
The first position to fill was
president. Although he ran unop
posed for this seat, it wasn’t set that
Jonathan Bowman would win. If
senators felt he wouldn’t be a good
fit, they could vote “no confidence”
in the secret ballot vote. However,
senators spoke highly of Bowman
and shared their excitement to see
him as president of senate.
Bowman won the election and
will be the next student senate presi
dent, taking the place of current pres
ident Ella Fritzemeier.
During his speech, Bowman
stated his goals for the senate
and for GVSU. He had four main
points he wants to work on in the
following year: focus on the sen
ate body as a whole, connection
with the student body, strengthen
relationships with departments on
campus and making sure that sen
ate reaches out to the community
and represents all campuses.
“We need a plan moving for
ward in a mindset of continuously
improving ourselves, and I have a
vision to attain this,” Bowman said.
“I believe that student senate has a
lot of untapped potential. There is
so much we could accomplish if
we are aiming high, holding each
other to a standard and have the
correct leadership to get us there.”

I

NEW LEADERSHIP: Student senate president candidate Jonathan Bowman makes a speech Thursday, April 13. Bowman
ran unopposed and was elected the new president of GVSU's student senate for the 2017-18 year, gvl | MACKENZIE BUSH

Bowman has been on the cam
pus affairs committee for two years
and said he felt this allows him to
be a great resource for not only
other cabinet members, but for all
senators, new and returning.
And it wasn’t just the current sen
ators who supported Bowman either.
Previous senators and vice presidents
filled the gallery for a chance to speak
during public comment and endorse
those who thought deserved and
were qualified for the opportunity to

be on senate’s cabinet.
“Jon is honestly the best per
son for this position,” said Julia
Sturvist, a previous student sena
tor. “He’s going to be an amazing
president and you guys are going
to be in fantastic hands.”
The next position to fill was
for vice president. This position
was previously known as the ex
ecutive vice president, but was
changed this year for clarity.
Originally in the race was Dan

Ziegenfelder and Emma Sluiter.
However, Sluiter withdrew her can
didacy after feeling she could serve
senate better in a different position,
leaving Ziegenfelder to run unop
posed for vice president. Ziegenfelder
has been on senate for two years and
is also involved in Laker Traditions.
His speech focused on how his ex
perience working with the student
body will help him in this position.
SEE SENATE | A2

The annual Laker Traditions Ex
travaGRANDza will be happening
on campus starting Monday, April
17, with activities and events running
through Friday, April 21. This Grand
Valley State University tradition was
established to cultivate the Laker
family spirit and promote the identity
of Lakers for a lifetime.
Isabella River and Greg Ziegen
felder, members of the Laker Tra
ditions team and co-coordinators
of the ExtravaGRANDza, said the
Laker Traditions team hosts ten
events every year, ExtravaGRAN
Dza being the final one.
The week will kick off with a
magic show featuring Daniel Mar
tin Monday, April 17, at 8 p.m. in
the Cook-DeWitt Center. Then, The
Grand Escape event will be held
Tuesday, April 18, from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Lounge.
This event will include massages,
music, crafts, coloring and snacks.
“It is a great stress reliever before
exams,” Ziegenfelder said.
The LakerFest event Friday, April
21, will feature inflatables, food, lawn
games, a balloon artist and a live disc
jockey. This event will take place from
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. on the Kirkhof Lawn.
There will also be a “ThinkFast”
game show Friday, April 21, at 7 p.m.
in the Holton-Hooker learning and
Living Center Multipurpose Room
with gift cards and ice cream. At 9
p.m., there will be an outdoor movie
showing of Rogue One: A Star Wars
Story at the Zumberge Pond.
Additionally, there are several
events throughout the Extrava
GRANDza week that are dedicat
ed to graduating seniors. A series
of Grad Fest events will run from
Monday, April 17, to Thursday,
April 20, at various locations.
These Grad Fest events are ex
clusively for graduating seniors
and are sponsored by GVSU Alum
ni Relations. Courtney Geurink,
assistant director of Alumni Rela
tions, said these events are a “onestop-shop for graduation needs.”
SEE TRADITION | A2

ARTIST

Finding his muse
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER(d)LAN THORN. COM

Listening to music is a largely pas
sive activity. It’s fun to listen to songs
on the radio on the commute to class
or while studying, doing homework or
partying with friends, but the average
person doesn’t usually analyze music
in depth. Most people don’t transcribe

the notes they hear on a sheet of pa
per as they’re listening to them or sit
down and appreciate the tone and
rhyme scheme the composer chose
or examine the role each instrument
contributes to the piece as a whole. In
stead, most people just listen to music
because they like the way it sounds.
Maybe that’s because many people
are not music majors.

Nikolaus Schroeder, a GVSU se
nior, was one of two winners of the
Glenn A. Niemeyer Award for “out
standing contribution to the com
munity” during the Student Awards
Convocation Monday, April 10. He is a
composer, musician, former president
of the GVSU Varsity Men’s Glee Club,
member of “The lake Effects” band,
music major and possibly the most

MAKING HIS OWN MUSIC: Nikolaus Schroeder poses for a photo on the stage in the Louis Armstrong Auditorium Friday,
April 14. Schroeder, a GVSU student composer, can play euphonium, trombone, guitar, piano and more, gvl | kevin sielaff
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GV student composer shares
what it’s like to create music
well-known student composer in the
department of music and dance.
When Schroeder listens to mu
sic, he takes notes, he listens for the
various instruments and he examines
what makes the music good and at
tractive. Then, he writes his own.
“It’s just pure imagination,” Schro
eder said. “When you play an instru
ment, there are rules on what you do,
but when you compose, that’s all gone.”
He said his process of composing
music is both technical and emotional.
He first decides on the ensemble, or
the group of musicians he’ll be com
posing for. Next, he kx)ks for inspira
tion. He said he has gone out into the
woods with an audio recorder, into the
GVSU ravines or up north in Michi
gan to get some inspiration from the
sounds of nature. He will be given as
signments to write music where the
scale, the feel and the time signature
are already predetermined, but other
times, such as when he is writing mu
sic for his rock band, all the music
comes from his head.
“There’s this intellectual aspect to
organizing the music and making it
work well on the instruments,” Schro
eder said. “I think that a misconcep
tion people have is that you sit in a
room and improvise music and you
write it down and then it’s a piece.”
The last thing Schroeder said
he does is have conversations with
the musicians about how the music
sounds. Most times, they will give
him feedback as to which parts

they like and which parts they
don’t. He said creating music in
volves a lot of collaboration.
“Composing is about communi
cating with the performer and the
performer communicating with the
audience,” Schroeder said.
Currently, Schroeder writes music
for ensembles consisting of anywhere
between two to 10 musicians. Schro
eder said he can play the euphonium,
the trombone, guitar, piano and
more. Yet sometimes, he said, he will
compose for instruments he doesn’t
even know how to play. In that sce
nario, he said, he would have to read
books and talk to players to get a full
scope of how the music would sound.
He said he has dedicated himself to
trying to imagine the way the instru
ments will sound, something he said
has taken a lot of work to master.
Schroeder said he works very
hard on each piece he creates. Often,
he is collaborating with his mentor,
music professor Bill Ryan. He said he
visits Ryan in his office to talk about
his music and how to improve as a
composer. Ryan, an award-winning
composer, conductor and producer
of music, said he recognized the tal
ent of Schroeder early on.
“Right away when I started work
ing with him, he was always a hard
worker,” Ryan said. “I’m rooting for
him whatever he decides to do.”
Schroeder’s twin brother, Lukas
SEE COMPOSER | A2
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SENATE
CONTINUED FROM A1

MUSIC ENSEMBLE
The University Singers and Select Women’s Ensemble
at Grand Valley State University will be performing under
the direction of GVSU professor Shirley Lemon Tuesday,
April 18, at 7:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. The
event is free and open to the public.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/events/university-singers-and-select-womens-ensemble-concert/.
MAN STABBED TO DEATH IN MEADOWS MOBILE
HOME PARK
Officers responded to a report of violence around
8:40 p.m. Saturday, April 15, at the Allendale Meadows
Mobile Home Park where there was a gathering at a
home on Snow Mass Lane near Boyne Boulevard when a
fight broke out in the roadway.
A 28-year-old man was was fatally stabbed by a
33-year-old Standale woman whom he knew, according
to a deputy. The man was pronounced dead at the scene
and the woman was arrested. The circumstances lead
ing up to the stabbing aren’t yet known and the victim’s
name is being withheld by authorities until the family
can be notified. Ottawa County deputies say they have
interviewed several witnesses.
If you have more information, call Silent Observer at
1877-88-SILENT.
‘TOAST WITH T. HAAS’ SET FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL
19
Grand Valley State University President Thomas Haas
will be holding a toast to all students graduating at the
end of the winter 2017 semester at the “Toast With T.
Haas" event Wednesday, April 19, at 6 p.m. in the DeVos
Center Plaza. The toast is to commemorate the graduat
ing students and escort them into their new relationship
to the university as alumni.
The event is intended for GVSU students who are
graduating at the end of the winter 2017 semester. Those
in attendance must be in business casual attire and have
their GVSU and State IDs to gain entry into the event.
WINTER 2017 COMMENCEMENT
The commencement ceremonies for graduating
Grand Valley State University students are set to take
place Friday, April 28, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, April 29,
at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. All dates and times are in the Van
Andel Arena. Graduating students are placed into differ
ent dates and times depending on which GVSU college
their major is in. People with multiple majors can attend
multiple ceremonies if their majors are from different
colleges.
The ceremony offers the official graduation for all stu
dents who are graduating after the winter 2017 semester.
It allows the families of all the graduates to celebrate
their achievements at GVSU in one ceremony as the
graduates get ready for their lives outside of college.

“I joined student senate be
cause I was, and still am, genu
inely passionate about improv
ing GVSU so all students want
to drop down their anchor at
this spectacular institution,” he
said. “Thanks to my time on
senate, I have the knowledge
and understanding to be the
most effective leader in this
role. The vice president focus
es on the internal operations of
senate as well as working with
the chairs to make sure they
are continually moving for
ward on their projects.”
Ziegenfelder
received
praise, endorsements and
compliments from people
in the room.
“(Dan) knows this position
and senate probably better than
anyone in this room besides
Ella and Sean,” said Noelle Milad, the previous vice president
of the public relations commit

TRADITION
CONTINUED FROM A1

“We invite graduating stu
dents to join the celebration
while they pick up their cap
and gown, visit all of the ex
hibitors, enjoy a slice of cake
and pick up a graduation gift
from the Alumni Associa
tion,” Geurink said.
Graduating seniors who at
tend the Grad Fest event will
also have the opportunity to
enter giveaways, talk about
their career options with the
Career Center, ask financial
aid questions, learn about fur
thering their education with
graduate school staff, order
tickets for the commencement
service, get a professional pho

tee. “He is the most supportive
person I’ve ever met in my en
tire life. Always willing to help
people with projects, give ad
vice, be your friend and finding
other ways to assist.
“He will always put you
guys first.”
Ziegenfelder won the
election and will be the next
vice president of senate, fol
lowing Sean O’Melia.
Next were the nominations
and elections for the chairs of
each of the seven committees.
These position were formerly
known as vice presidents of
their respective committee, but
were changed to chair.
The position for chair of the
senate resources committee
had four candidates running,
the most of the night. River
Gibbs, Kevin Chui and Amela
Mandzuckic were nominated
in the previous meeting. Sluiter received a nomination to
run and she accepted, joining
the other three candidates at
the front of the room.

When it comes to vot
ing, there must be a major
ity plus one for a candidate
to be elected. The vote came
between Chui and Sluiter
and after a second vote, Chui
came out victorious.
“I’ve known Kevin since
he started at Grand Valley, he’s
everywhere, like literally every
where,” said Alexander Turnbull, a previous senator. “And
having seen the work he’s done
for the past three years, I genu
inely believe he is the best SRC
candidate. He’s approachable,
he’s determined (and) he has
the ability to talk to people on
both sides of the aisle which is
really lacking these days.”
Chair for the finance com
mittee was also a contested
election. It was between Olivia
Kolc and Carley Aller. Both fo
cused on the cultural and ap
propriations committee during
their speeches. Aller emerged
the winner of the election.
For the chair of the campus
affairs committee, Rachel Jen-

kin ran unopposed and won.
She gave her speech via video
as she was not able to be pres
ent for the meeting.
Eric-John Szezpaniack also
ran unopposed and won the
election for the next chair of the
educational affairs committee.
Joe Cadreau and Maddie
Rhoades were the candidates
running for chair of the di
versity affairs committee.
Rhoades was previously elect
ed to the same postion for this
recent semester after her vice
president stepped down. She
maintained her position and
won the election.
Jakob Bigard ran unop
posed for the chair of exter
nal relations committee. He
won the election.
The chair for the public
relations committee had two
candidates: Morgan Mattler
and Rachel Reynolds. Mattier has run senate’s Twitter
account since he was elected
in the fall and ended up win
ning the election.

to taken and more.
Two more opportunities
available to graduating seniors
are the “Toast With T. Haas”
Wednesday, April 19, at 6 p.m.
in the DeVos Center and the
“Pancakes With the President”
breakfast Thursday, April 20,
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the
Alumni House. Both of these
events require an RSVP.
‘“Toast With T. Haas’ is
a celebration of the journey
taken as students and as a
Laker for a lifetime, escorting
the graduating class into a new
relationship with Grand Val
ley State University as alumni,”
said Megan EUinger, manager
of student philanthropy initia
tives at GVSU and coordinator
of the Laker for a Lifetime ini
tiative. “It is an opportunity for

graduating seniors to celebrate
with their friends, get one last
selfie with President Haas and
to begin the transition from
members of the Future Alum
ni Association to the Alumni
Association.”
To RSVP for the “Toast
With T. Haas,” seniors should
visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerforalifetime/toast.
“Pancakes With the Presi
dent,” another Laker tradition
dedicated to graduating se
niors, is a time to sit down with
cohorts and President Thomas
Haas for a complimentary
breakfast. To RSVP for this
event, seniors must respond to
an email prompt that was sent
to their student emails.
The week-long festivities are
projected to have a high atten

dance and will offer students a
break from finals preparation.
“The best part about the
event is being able to take
a break from the craziness
of exams for a couple hours
and enjoy a bunch of free
food and games,” River said.
“What college students don’t
enjoy free things?”
Ellinger said the event
would be a good opportu
nity for students to think
about their time at GVSU
and look to their futures.
“Overall, the best part of Ex
travaGRANDza is the oppor
tunity to reflect back on your
time at Grand Valley as well as
to look forward to the future,”
Ellinger said. “Its a great time
to celebrate with friends as a
Laker for a lifetime.”

COMPOSER

his mentors and the music
program at GVSU for foster
ing his growth.
“My gratitude for what
this program at GVSU has
offered is nearly inexpress1
ible,” "he said. “The com
munity here is really excep
tional, and that’s what made
it possible to be where I
am, and it’s important to
recognize that privilege of
having that support.”
Nikolaus Schroeder said
he would be moving onto
graduate school to study
music composition further
after he graduates. “The
Lake Effects” has a website
which hosts all of its mu
sic and merchandise, and a
website for Nikolaus Schro
eder himself also exists.

CONTINUED FROM A1

ACES TO HOLD 12-STEP MEETING
Alcohol & Other Drugs Campus Education Services
(ACES) at Grand Valley State University will be holding
one of its 12-step meetings Tuesday, April 18, from 3 p.m.
to 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Room 0073.
These 12-step recovery meetings are open to faculty,
staff, students and community members who want to
stop drinking alcohol or using different drugs.
For more information, contact ACES at (616) 331-2537
or aces@gvsu.edu.

Schroeder, is an award-win
ning musician as welh I he
two share membership in
“The Lake Effects” ban^ and
also a passion for musicfrOm
a young age. The twins said
they collaborate with each
other on a daily basis. They
play music together, they
critique each other, they get
worked up at each other and
they admire one another.
“He is one of the hardest
working people I know, pe
riod,” Lukas Schroeder said.
“People just don’t work as
hard as he does. It’s exciting
to watch; he’s always doing
something new.”
Nikolaus Schroeder praised

VARSITY MEN’S GLEE CLUB TO PERFORM
The Varsity Men’s Glee Club at Grand Valley State
University will perform at a concert Wednesday, April 19,
at 7:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
This event is free and open to the public.
For more information, contact the department of
music and dance at (616) 331-3484.
HAVING A BALL: Students roll around in inflatable balls at the
2015 Laker Traditions ExtravaGRANDza. COURTESY | GVSU.EDU

T~~ T~~ T“

m

T5

Hantfjorn
EDITORIAL STAFF

PROMOTIONS

Editor-in-chief

Promotions Team

HANNAH LENTZ

SHAYNA KOZKOWSKI

Associate Editor

JESS HODGE
News Editor

EMILY DORAN
Sports Editor

ftm
-36—
S3~

Advertising Manager

AMANDA FELLMAN

IAN BORTHWICK

w

.1

.;_rj

YEAR IN
REVIEW

KATRINA ZOMER

KATE BRANUM
Account Executive

IAN BORTHWICK

ASHLYN KORIENEK
Account Executive
Digital Editor

SANDA VAZGEC
Image Editor

KEVIN SIELAFF
Layout Editor

JESSICA MATHEW
Ad Designer

ELIZABETH TIBBE
BUSINESS STAFF
Business Manager

CHASE HASPER

NICK ZOMER

Layout Designer

Asst Business Manager

BECKY OPPMAN

Distribution Manager

RACHEL SPRING

MEGHAN FITZGERALD

85
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I. Crooned
5. Luck
8. Cosecant function
II. Rock bands play here
13. Surrounds the earth
14. Jessica__
15. A type of clique
16. No seats available
17. Greek sophist
18. Stiff hair
20. Recipe measurement (abbr)
21. Legal periodical
22. Saloons
25. He tricks you
30. Closing over
31. Man’s best friend is one
32. Distinguish oneself
33. Immoralities

Share your favorite moment
from this school year by
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media. Be sure to tag
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#GVTOTW for the chance to
be featured in an edition of
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University students 62 times a year One copy of this newspaper is available
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38.
41.
43.
45.
48.
49.
50.
55.
56.
57.
59.
60.

Marsh elder
Blasts
A discerning judge
Avenge for a wrong
Doctors’ group
Jerry’s friend
Type of sword
Swedish rock group
Black tropical American cuckoo
Blatted
Cain and
Strong liquor flavored with
juniper berries
61. Cocoa bean
62. Get free of
63. Cardiograph
64 A cargo (abbr )
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1. A baglike structure in a
plant or animal
2. Bird genus
3. One point east of northeast
4. A type of fly
5. Hurry
6. Lighter-than air craft
7. Ask to marry
8. Thick rope made of wire
9. Imposters
10. Central nervous system
12. Pie___ mode
14. Robert__, poet
19 Dwelt
23. Firewood
24. Voices
25. Water in the solid state
26. Superman's foe
27. Chris Paul’s team (abbr.)
28. Employ

29.
34.
35.
36.
37.
39.
40.
41.
42.
44.
45.
46
47.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
58

Mineral
Vessel
Nigerian City
Romania
Sirius Satellite Radio (abbr.)
Potential difference
A class of synthetic detergents
Drunkard
Doesn’t win or lose
Appellative
Spiritual leader
Implant
language (Afrikaans)
Basics
A one-time Giants center
Every one of two or more
A way to gather
Swiss river
Small spot
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GV graduate students to present research at annual showcase
BY DESTINY JONES
PJONESCcuLAN thorn com

Graduate students at
Grand Valley State Univer
sity will have the opportu
nity to display their research
and share their findings at
the seventh annual Graduate
Showcase, which will include
more than 30 participating
graduate students presenting
different research activities.
Ihe showcase will take
place Tuesday, April 18,
from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in
the Loosemore Auditorium
in the DeVos Center. The
Graduate School at GVSU
is co-sponsoring this event
with the Center for Schol
arly and Creative Excellence.
Ihe research topics that will
be presented include social me
dia and consumer engagement,
the reproductive behavior of
crayfish, bilingual family litera
cy programs, cardiopulmonary
bypass, Michigan school well
ness policies, pre-injury assess
ment, promotion of women’s
health issues and land manage

“It has been a great expe
rience every year,” Palm said.
“We have seen so many differ
ent topics and ideas present
ed. Its really neat, for lack of
a better term, to see what our
graduate students are doing”
All presentations are poster
presentations. The showcase
will be an open forum where
people can walk around at their
own pace and visit the different
topics. Ihe students will pres
ent their work and answer any
questions that may be asked.
“It gives the graduate stu
dents the opportunity to dis
cuss their work and answer
questions about their work,”
said Mark Luttenton, asso
ciation dean for Ihe Graduate
School. "It gives the students a
deeper knowledge of the work
that they have been doing.”
Luttenton said the pre
senters would need to have
a firm understanding of
their research and why they
conducted it to be able to
answer the questions that
may come about.
To prepare for the showcase,

ment work at nature centers.
“Students will create a
poster presentation based on
their research, internship or
work, (or) scholarly activi
ties,” said Jennifer Palm, assis
tant to Ihe Graduate School.
“They will have the oppor
tunity to present that for the
Grand Valley community at
the Graduate Showcase.”
Palm thinks this event will
be a great opportunity for
students who are interested
in a particular graduate pro
gram to get insight on what
current graduate students do.
“If you are interested
in a graduate program,
this is a great place to see
what graduate students do,”
Palm said. “It’s also a way
for those attending to ex
pand their knowledge on (a
variety) of topics.”
For example, if a student
is interested in a particular
topic based on what their un
dergraduate major or senior
thesis is about, there may be
a graduate senior who is pre
senting on a similar topic.

the graduate students submit
ted abstracts of their work to
The Graduate School offices.
“We then review it to see
if they fit into what we ex
pect the presentations to be
like,” Luttenton said.
If a student’s project fit
the criteria, they then be
gan to create and design
their presentation.

“These kinds of events are
designed to give graduate stu
dents greater self-confidence
in their work and themselves
individually,” Luttenton said.
Palm said she hoped this
event would show attend
ees the value of a graduate
education and an overview
of the things you can do
with a master’s degree.

“I hope that they come
away learning something new,
inspires them to volunteer or
learn something they were not
aware of, basically to build the
knowledge of the Grand Valley
community? Palm said.

GOTO:
www.gvsu.tdu/gradshowcasc
FOR MORE INFORMATION

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE: Jasmine Ahuja is recognized for her research accomplishments during
Grand Valley State University's Graduate Showcase Tuesday, April 19, 2016. courtesy | gvsu.edu

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

President Haas, Provost Davis unveil GV’s Civic
Action Plan, honor community collaboration

Partnering up
BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

According to the Ameri
can Psychological Association,
civic engagement is “individ
ual and collective actions de
signed to identify and address
issues of public concern.”
This type of work being
done in the Grand Rapids and
Western Michigan communi

ties by individuals and groups
within Grand Valley State
University has taken hold and
spread like wildfire, so much
so that Campus Compact, a na
tional coalition of colleges and
universities dedicated to the
“public purposes of higher edu
cation,” uses GVSU as a model
for what a school is capable of
doing in the civic realm.
“Nationally, Grand Valley

is being recognized as a leader
for bringing together commu
nity partnerships, faculty, staff
and other organizations to help
advance the idea that higher
education should be more
than just job training, more
than just learning in a seat in a
classroom,” said Danielle Leek,
director of professional learn
ing at Campus Compact and
former GVSU professor.
At the Civic Engagement
Showcase Thursday, April 13,
in the DeVos Center, students,
faculty, staff and community
partners gathered to see the
work their peers had done over
the past year and to witness
GVSU President Thomas Haas
and provost and executive vice
president Gayle Davis unveiled
the new Civic Action Plan.
“Our mission is clear: to
shape student lives, professions
and society,” Haas said.
The new plan outlined five
core commitments which the
university would use to help
make its civic engagement

HIGHER EDUCATION: President Haas gives a speech during the
Civic Engagement Showcase Thursday. April 13. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
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action plan stronger.
The five new commitments
are as follows: overarching
commitment, setting high bars
for members of the GVSU
community to reach in the area
of the public purpose of higher
education; sustainable partner
ships; student civic engage
ment, preparing students for
the world by prompting them
to deliberate, act and lead in
an effort to advance the public
good; place-based institution,
contributing economically, so
cially, environmentally, educa
tionally and politically in an ef
fort to strengthen surrounding
communities; and lastly, social
and economic equity, using the
resources the university has to
challenge prevailing social and
economic inequalities.
“Now, more than ever, our
students need the opportunity
to go out into the communi
ties, talk to people in civil ways
of a democracy to understand
each other’s different perspec
tives, to partj&pate in commu
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nity initiatives, struggle with
all the conflicts, challenges
that we all feel around us and
prepare to be employees and
leaders, yes, but citizens pri
marily,” Davis said.
At the end of the unveil
ing, awards were given out to
community partnerships that
showed sustainable initiatives
and projects that shared power
between the community and
GVSU faculty, staff and stu
dents. These partnerships were
the West Side Education Initia
tive, the Spectrum Health In
novations partnership and the
Pathway Home Project.
Prior to the unveiling,
faculty, students, staff and
community partner^'put' to
gether posters and short pre
sentations to display the prog
ress and advances they have
made over the past year. These
included everything from talks
about a rare form of colorectal
cancer to new models used in
Grand Rapids to help hoard
ers get help to showing how

puppets can help people learn
Spanish with more ease.
“It’s Grand Valley’s way
of kind of giving back to the
community by saying, ‘Go
out, find an organization that
you’re passionate about and
do something that you can
do to help them,”’ said Breanne Keller, a GVSU master’s
student studying social work
and leader of the new live-in
mentor training program for
3:11 Youth Housing.
The event brought together
hundreds of people who have
made it their goal to help make
the communities in and around
Grand Rapids a better place, re
gardless of their major or politi
cal stance orbackgruund: They
were united by one goal: to help
others prosper.
“It doesn’t matter if your
discipline is geography or
math, communications or
art, criminal justice or bio
medical sciences,” Leek said.
“Everything that you do is re
lated to our civic world.”
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Educating about sustainability
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Community Service Learning Center hosts informational tabling during April
by Meghan mcbrady
tfMQBRACWfc'LANTHORN.COM
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What does it mean to be
sustainable? For the United
States Department of Agri
culture, it means satisfying
human needs while enhanc
ing the environmental quatity
and viability of its agriculture.
For the Environmental Pro
tection Agency, it means “to
create and maintain . Condi
tions under which humans
and nature can exist in pro
ductive harmony.”
In order to engage with stu
dents about climate and sus
tainability, Grand Valley State
University’s Community Ser

vice Learning Center (CSLC)
will be continuing the “Civic
Conversation: What Is Sustain
ability” forum throughout the
last couple weeks of April.
Past civic conversation
forums hosted by the CSLC
include hunger and home
lessness, funding and higher
education, and food justice.
With the sustainability fo
rum, representatives from the
CSLC have been tabling in the
Kirkhof Center and inviting
students to write their defini
tions of and/or desires for sus
tainable practices in the U.S. on
the CSLC’s white board.
“It’s talking about things
going around with the cli

mate, climate change or
sustainable practices for al
leviating some of that cli
mate change and make it
more efficient and better off,”
said Nick Chaplin, a CSLC
student employee who has
been facilitating the sus
tainability civic conversa
tion throughout the last few
weeks of April. “We have a
civic conversation, which is
just tabling and asking some
questions from the people
walking past (in Kirkhof).
It’s just thinking and getting
them more involved.”
For several years, GVSU has
been named one of the U.Sjs
most environmentally respon

were using their resources at
the same using our resources,”
Vannier said. “In a way, that de
pletes it for the next generation.
“Everything is either go
ing to have to be fixed by
technology or get more ex
pensive. There is no way peo
ple in the future will be able
to go to a steak house and pay
for a steak for eight bucks—it
will be like 20 bucks.”
Chaplin said “doing your
part” would help keep the
Earth green in the future.
Overall, he said, the point
of this conversation was to
spread information about cli
mate change and sustainabil
ity to the GVSU community.

sible colleges in “The Princeton
Review’s Guide to 361 Green
Colleges.” Also, GVSU was in
the top 15 in the country for
Recyclemania and by the end
of 2016 had cut at least $2.3
million of annual utility costs
through the use of energy-effi
cient practices and procedures.
Ryan Vannier, a professor
in the geology department at
GVSU, said having a conver
sation about sustainability
in and out of the classroom
was important, as the envi
ronmental problems of one
generation affect the next.
“Obviously, in the United
States, we can out-compete
these other countries and

“It is just to see how oth
ers are perceiving things,”
Chaplin said.
The schedule for the re
mainder of the CSLC sus
tainability conversation in
cludes tabling Monday, April
17, and Thursday, April 20,
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center and an in
teractive program Thursday,
April 20, from 9 p.m. to 10
p.m. in the Holton-Hooker
Learning and Living Center
Multipurpose Room.
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WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to writing.
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Meet Melissa. Full-Time Mom.
Full-Time Employee.
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could not ask for a better company to work for. You
can make a career for yourself. I am proof of that »
We’ll be doing interviews at our new
Allendale location (former Save-a-lot building) on
Thursday, April 20 from 10am - 3pm
4965 Lake Michigan Drive
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Interested in applying?

foodoutlet,com/careers .
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Fresh
faces
New student senate leaders
should be ready to work
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hroughout
the
2016-17 academic
year, we’ve gotten
used to the lead
ership style of the
rent student senate body.
From resolutions passed
to
recommendations
made for the university,
this year’s senate body has
been busy making their
time at Grand Valley State
University count. Now,
it’s time to welcome a new
cabinet and, ultimately, a
new style of leadership.
We want to encourage
the newly-selected senate
leadership to look at the
work done by those before
them and think of new
ways to improve the uni
versity. As those involved
with senate know, being
in a student leadership
position such as this is no
easy task. However, if the
near six hour meeting to
select new student repre
sentation shows anything,
it’s that this new group is
passionate about the work
to be done and knows the
work that this will entail.
It can’t be easy for just
50 people to represent the
over 25,000 students here
at GVSU. Our commu
nity and our university are
all so unique. We all talk
about that effect GVSU
has on us, and it’s impor
tant for us to maintain
that and build upon it so
future Lakers will have the
same sense of pride and
love for this place.
In order for that to
happen, it’s especially
important for those lead
ership qualities to come

T

from students, and as the
only student-governing
body on campus, it starts
with student senate. We
hope
cur they can build upon
the transparency they
have been trying to main
tain throughout the year.
We hope they can work
with the campus climate
results and keep making
GVSU inclusive for every
one. We hope they take
the work on sexual as
sault awareness and amp
it up even more, letting
everyone know it is on us
as Lakers to prevent these
situations from happen
ing. We want to see more
of the destigmatization
of mental health and we
hope to see the student
body come together af
ter a particularly divisive
presidential election.
These, of course, are not
the only problems that will
plague our university. As
new situations happen—
good and bad ones—we
hope the people in these
new positions will be able
to handle it with a sense of
leadership that will inspire
every Laker to be a leader.
As we welcome these
new emerging leaders, we
also prepare to welcome
a new provost. Now more
than ever, it’s imperative
that we have leaders in
place who will place stu
dent needs and interests
on the front burner. Hav
ing new faces is not a bad
thing, but rather, a chance
for a fresh approach to the
way things are done.

editorial@lanthorn.com

Benefits of the Honors College curriculum

BY CLAIRE FISHER
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

One of the biggest com
plaints many students at
Grand Valley State Univer
sity have is the pointless na
ture of the general education
curriculum. The information
doesn’t apply to their major,
the classes are difficult, and
they feel like they’re memo
rizing information for the
sake of memorizing infor
mation. For these students,
the value of a liberal arts
education is not clear.
Students in the Frederik
Meijer Honors College take
freshman year interdisciplin
ary sequences and upper
level honors courses instead of
the general education cur

riculum. The interdisciplinary
sequences cover special topics
like American civilization,
national security, or design
thinking. Through these topics,
students learn history, math,
philosophy, writing, art, and
many other skills and require
ments of the general education
curriculum.
Students in honors classes
are asked to think critically, be
questioning, own their educa
tion and make connections
between the content in their
courses and the world around
them. These connections
are the value of a liberal arts
education. The interdisciplin
ary nature of these courses and
their basis in critical thinking
help honors students become
well-rounded and educated
professionals and citizens.
For this reason, these courses
should not be exclusively avail
able to honors students, they
should be integrated into the
general education curriculum.
The Lanthorn published an
article in March called “Why
students flunk classes.” One
of the students interviewed,
Caleb Baird, said the classes
he failed were general educa
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only.

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

Sometimes, our focus
can become isolated in our
own advocacy missions. Full
investment in a passion is not
inherently bad. Devotion is
beautiful when you find an
area of focus to be attentive of.
However, when we begin to
ignore the missions of others,
we seem to miss a mutually
beneficial opportunity.
I understand the value
of time. It may seem a waste
to become involved with a
program to revive the arts
when you value the sciences,
but think of the way both the

sciences and arts are uplifted
through the profession of
medical illustrations. The pur
pose of art is expanded and the
understanding of anatomy is
enriched. Now, if an individual
remains shielded by just one
passion, they may actually miss
some of that own passion by
not reaching out.
To realize the potential of
interaction, one must try to
weave two seemingly unre
lated subjects. Of course, each
advocacy group does not
connect to another equally well
as the next, but introducing
interdisciplinary approaches
is important to make sure a
problem is holistically ad
dressed. The problem I would
like to address is the accumula
tion of waste. In attempting to
individually reduce pollution, I
sometimes keep my eyes a little
too close to the target without
looking at the bigger picture.
Lately, I have tried to
live according to the motto
“helping the people, helps
the environment.” I believe
uplifting a community can
help in other areas as well.

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
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For example, a week before
spring break, I was invited
to work with elderly citizens
at Meals on Wheels Atlanta.
At first, 1 was a little hesitant
to be involved in a social
advocacy Alternative Breaks
trip as opposed to an envi
ronmental one. I was forced
to step outside of my topic
of comfort. The experience
of interacting with seniors
outside of my grandparents
reminded me of the connec
tion between the inhabitants
and the habitat. The two
cannot be separated because
they are so intertwined. Life
doesn’t function in isolated
ways therefore it seems a bit
unnatural to isolate ourselves
in particular activities.
In order to best uplift our
passion, perhaps, we need to
act in ways that reflect their
natural form. To do so, I
believe, we need to be more
conscious of intersectionality.
I am not a woman before I
am bisexual. I am not bisexual
before I am a woman. I am a
bisexual woman. Likewise, you
are your entire identities blend

ed together; each label does
not exist separately. Therefore,
advocacy can, and maybe even
should, be approached in an
interdisciplinary manner.
Combining different val
ues and missions is especial
ly important in the diverse
and idealistic environment
of college. With hundreds of
student organizations, there
is so much potential. Yet, I
often see events hosted by
only one that receive very
low attendance and find
difficulty in reaching their
goals. Through collaboration
of individuals and groups,
success may be more at
tainable. Imagine a band
concert that also partners
with international students
to bring music from around
the world. Or a book club
working with speech-lan
guage pathology to promote
literacy. Bring your abili
ties and your audience to
interact with the abilities and
audience of another in order
to advocate for both groups
as well as create a stronger
sense of community.
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rization heavy and more in
depth than somebody not
in that major really needs to
go. Taking general education
courses does not directly
introduce students to critical
thinking skills and making
connections, it only gives
them introductory informa
tion about a given discipline.
In my own experience, my
honors courses have specifi
cally encouraged me to think
critically, be questioning, and
make connections between
the material I’m learning and
the world around me. From
all of this, 1 have gotten more
out of my liberal arts educa
tion than some of my peers
in the general education
program. While my peers in
the general education pro
gram were memorizing the
definition of a virus for their
biology class and took a test
on it, I was doing a project in
my honors style biology class
about the role the media plays
in informing the public about
the flu virus and vaccine.

Interdisciplinary advocacy
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tion classes. He cited busy
work and a lack of cognitive
thinking as the reasons he felt
it difficult to apply himself in
the class. His experience is
representative of how many
students in the general educa
tion curriculum feel.
On the Frederik Meijer
Honors College website
director Jeffrey Chamberlain
is quoted saying the Honors
College interdisciplinary
sequences are challenging
because they are “not work
for the sake of work.” No
class should be work for the
sake of work. Many students,
like Baird, think that their
general education courses
are busy work and would
benefit from a Frederik
Meijer Honors College style
education. An education
based in critical thinking
rather than memorization.
Many general education
courses are introductory
courses for specific majors.
These courses are designed to
set up students in that major
with a basis of knowledge
that will prepare them for
their future courses. This can
make these classes memo

www.lanthorn.com

-Hans Selye
www.lanthorn.com

DID YOU ATTEND THE FOOTBALL SPRING CLASSIC ON SATURDAY?

JEFF STEVENS

TYLER WALTERS

"No. I was out of town this weekend, otherwise
I probably would have. I went to almost all the
games this fall."

"I didn’t because I’m on the track team It gets kind of
crazy sometimes. We can't make all of the games.”

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Finance and economics
HOMETOWN: Grand Haven, Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Supply chain management
HOMETOWN: East Pointe, Michigan

LAUREN REED

CONNER SICKMILLER

"I did not attend, mainly because I didn't really know
about it. I would have went if I knew about It.”

“I did not because I was at home visiting my
family for Easter."

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Undecided
HOMETOWN: Detroit, Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: International business
HOMETOWN: Gross Pointe. Michigan
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DEMOCRATIC DIALOGUE

Environmental uncertainty
GV professor discusses future of regulatory legislature under Trump
BY DESTINY JONES
DJONES@LANTHORN.COM

As part of the Grand Val
ley State University Commu
nity Service learning Centers
democratic dialogue series,
guest speaker Erik Nordman,
associate professor of biology at
GVSU, led a discussion about
climate change and sustainabil
ity Thursday, April 13.
For the program, Nord
man gave a presentation on
President Donald Trumps
climate policy and energy
plan with an open conversa
tion afterward. During his
discussion, Nordman focused
mainly on the Clean Power
Plan as a domestic policy.
His presentation gave in
sight on how the future of
the environment and energy
policy might play out during
Trumps administration.
“President Trump, both

as a president and as a can
didate, has made a lot of
statements about environ
ment and climate change, but
there are a limited number of
things that he can do because
of our system of checks and
balances,” Nordman said.
Nordman also discussed
former President Barack
Obamas Clean Power Plan
(CPP), a rule implemented
under an existing law called
Ihe Clean Air Act.
“The Clean Power Plan was
President Obamas attempt
to reduce GHG (greenhouse
gases) emission from electricity
sector,” Nordman said. “Con
gress was not involved writing
this. Just the EPA has the au
thority to do so on their own.”
Nordman said the CPP
aims to reduce carbon pollu
tion from just the electricity
sector, not from any other
sectors like water or steel.
The plan is to reduce carbon

pollution from the electricity
sector by 32 percent from the
2005 levels by 2030.
“2005 was picked in par
ticular because that’s when
Americas carbon dioxide
emissions peaked,” Nordman
said. “We came down with the
recession after that with a lot of
people losing jobs, and a lot of
factors were shuttered.”
The Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) took six
years to develop the CPP, which
was finalized in 2015. The day
after the rule went into effect,
several states sued the EPA to
stop the implementation.
“The court said we are go
ing to put this on hold while
the courts review it, so it has
not actually gone into effect
yet,” Nordman said.
Last month, Trump came
out with his new executive
order on energy and the en
vironment.
“One of the things that he

said is a pretty far-reaching
statement, but it instructs
the EPA to review the Clean
Power Plan,” Nordman said.
“That’s really all it does.”
Nordman said the execu
tive order simply instructs
the EPA administrator, Scott
Pruitt, to review the CPP, and
then the EPA may decide to
reject the CPP.
In order to repeal the CPP
and put a new law in place,
Trump and his administration
would have to go through the
same process as Obama did.
“Its going to take a long
time to undo what President
Obama has done,” Nordman
said. “At the end of the day,
President Trump has to come
up with a new rule to regulate
greenhouse gases.”
As part of Trump’s blue
print budget, he has pro
posed to cut the EPA’s bud
get by 31 percent and to cut
the state department by 28

CONCERN: Erik Nordman speaks about President Donald Trump's cli
mate policy and energy plan Thursday, April 13. gvl I Mackenzie bush

percent. A lot of the cuts in
the state department have a
lot to do with international
environmental policy, aid of
environmental policy and
climate change programs
that are international.
“It’s still early, not even
at the mark of 100 days, but

President Trump has not
had a major environmental
policy change,” Nordman
said. “There are some tweaks
around the margins about
various things that he does
(have) some control over, but
in terms of real impact at this
point, it’s not there yet.”

FACULTY AND STAFF

Professors at GV write, co-edit textbooks
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
M WEBS TER@L A N THORN. COM

Textbooks are a necessary
part of college. They are the
foundation of any course, serv
ing as a guide for the professors
in their lectures and giving stu
dents constant access to a pri
mary resource for their classes.
At Grand Valley State Uni
versity, there are multiple pro
fessors who have either written
or co-edited textbooks of all
levels and subjects. Matthew
Boelkins, a mathematics pro
fessor, co-wrote a calculus text
book called “Active Calculus,”
which is used in mathematics
201 and 202, with fellow GVSU
mathematics colleagues David

Austin and Steve Schlicker.
Boelkins said there were
two main reasons why he de
cided to embark on this proj
ect: engagement and price
for students.
“There was not an exist
ing calculus text that focused
on engaging students actively
in learning the material, and
almost every other existing
calculus text was ridiculously
expensive,” Boelkins said. “I
thought that there was an op
portunity to provide a new per
spective through the text and
saw a way to do it in a free or
low-cost way for students.”
Boelkins said the path to
ward a textbook actually began
without him knowing it. He

was creating documents in his
classes, and after a sabbatical,
the project gained a foothold
and was finished within a year
with the help of co-writers.
“I was doing preliminary
work on the textbook by writing
activities and notes for my stu
dents to use in class,” Boelkins
said. “In the winter semester of
2012, Grand Valley supported
me with a sabbatical, and dur
ing that four-month period, I
wrote the first four chapters of
the eight chapters in the single
variable version of Active Cal
culus.’ In the summer and fall
of 2012,1 wrote two additional
chapters, and David Austin and
Steve Schlicker each wrote an
additional chapter to result in
i, .'iju It r.
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Open Auditions for:
Grand Valley 2017
Shakespeare Festival
The Tempest
And our touring Bard To Go
Where:
Performing Arts Center

When:
Sun., April 23 Room 1103
2:00pm to 4:00pm
Sun., April 23 Room 1103
7:00pm to 9:00pm

Call Backs:
Monday, April 24 from
6:00pm to 9:00pm

Performance Dates:
September 29 - October 8, 2017
•Roles for males and females
Opportunities for backstage
duties
Casting open to all students
regardless of major or minor
•Academic credit available
for cast and crew positions
Rehearsals to be held on
weekday evenings and
weekends depending on
schedule
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the current eight.”
The process of writing a
book, Boelkins explained, is
not an easy task. He said there
was always something to be
done that could make the
textbook better. Whether it
was in the writing, revising or
formatting, there was always
something to be done that
could make the textbook more
effective for calculus students.
“The current print version
is about 550 pages, and some
one has to not only type all the
words but also generate graph
ics, write exercises and format
the text nicely’’ Boelkins said.
“Once the textbook is shared
publicly, there is still a lot of
work to do: I regularly cor

“It always made more
rect errors, revise earlier work
and consider ideas for how the sense to me that we should
think about faculty members
book can be better.”
Boelkins made sure to being involved in creating
mention that despite all of the textbooks,” Lowe said.
The process for writing a
hard work, the textbook was a
textbook can be different de
lot of fun to create.
“While the writing and ed pending on the subject being
iting processes are consuming, written about and the direc
they are also fun,” Boelkins said. tion the textbook is meant
“I enjoy the process of trying to to go in. Lowe said “Writing
communicate mathematics in a Spaces,” which is used in firstway that is both accessible and year writing classes, was a
project that required a process
engaging to students.”
Charles Lowe, an associate similar to an academic collec
professor of writing at GVSU tion of essays due to the overall
and co-editor of “Writing Spac goal desired for the textbook
es,” said he began the project
LOG ON TO:
of a textbook because it made
sense for faculty to create text
www.lanthorn.com
books, not companies.
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GRADUATE SHOWCASE
The Graduate School and the Center for Scholarly
and Creative Excellence at Grand Valley State
University will facilitate a day of multi-topic presenta
tions Tuesday, April 18, from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the
Charles W. Loosemore Auditorium on the Pew Campus.
This event is intended to highlight exceptional
work completed by graduate students and will fea
ture more than 30 poster presentations on an array
of research and scholarly activities.
STRESS AND SLEEP SCREENING
Finals and insomnia go hand-in-hand: find out if
stress is robbing you of sound sleep. The Counseling
Center at Grand Valley State University will be hold
ing free and confidential stress and sleep screenings
Wednesday, April 19, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Mary
Idema Pew Library on the Allendale Campus.GVSU
counselors will be handing out brief surveys designed
to help students gain awareness of their stress and
sleep-related concerns and come up with a game plan.
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GV color guard, drumline
summer camp to begin in July
BY SIDNEY SELVIG
SSEL VIG@LAN THORN. COM

The discipline of being a
part of a team like a march
ing hand or color guard is
an experience that students
will take with them through
life. The Laker Marching
Band (LMB) color guard and
drumline summer camp at
Grand Valley State University
gives students an opportunity

to fine-tune skills that reach
far beyond musical notes, in
struments and routines.
This year, camp will
begin Sunday July 16, and
continue Monday, July 17,
on the field next to the Per
forming Arts Center on the
Allendale Campus.
GVSU LMB color guard
and
drumline summer
camp was designed for
students who made the li-

SUSTAINABILITY AT GVSU
The Community Service Learning Center (CSLC)
at Grand Valley State University aims to emphasize
the importance of climate change awareness and
sustainability with a month-long discussion begin
ning Thursday, April 20, from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center on the Allendale Campus. During the
first discussion, CSLC members will be asking stu
dents a simple question: "What are some things that
makes GVSU is a sustainable campus?”
SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL AUDITIONS
Calling all theater enthusiasts! Auditions for the
2017 Grand Valley State University Shakespeare
Festival production The Tempest will begin Sunday,
April 23, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Performing
Arts Center on the Allendale Campus. Swing by the
Louis Armstrong Theatre box office located in the
Performing Arts Center or email Jack Lane (lanejack@gvsu.edu) to secure an audition spot.
VIETNAMESE NEWCOMER SCREENING
The Kutsche Office of Local History at Grand
Valley State University will facilitate a Vietnamese
Newcomer documentary screening Wednesday, April
19 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
Room 2266 on the Allendale Campus.
The screening will be followed with an in-depth
conversation and discussion session.
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CAMP: The GVSU band marches near the clock tower in front of

Kirkhof before kick-off September, 2016.
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after auditioning for color
guard Saturday, May 6, and
drumline Saturday, May
20, and Sunday, May 21.
John Martin, professor
of athletic bands at GVSU
is the founder of this sum
mer camp, and has always
been interested in music.
His current roles at GVSU
include: teaching music edu
cation courses, conducting
the Concert Band, University
Band, Laker Marching Band
and coordinating the athletic
band program. Martin start
ed this camp a few years ago
because he thought that the
color guard and drumline
needed more time to prepare
before band camp in August.
Although Martins involve
ment is limited now because
the camp is planned for the in
structors and students, he visits
camp on Sunday to watch the
sections accomplishments.
“I’m here as much as I can
be. I love watching their prog
ress and seeing how far they
have grown from auditions,”
Martin said. “For any teacher,
it’s always about growth.”
GVSU alumni, Becky Sikkema, Kyle Morse and Dion
Otzman have been instructing
this camp since the beginning.
Sikkema has construct
ed an agenda that allows
color guard students to
work on their matching
fundamentals and begin
preparing for the annual
pregame show. Morse and
Otzman plan to have the

drumline continue work
ing on past routines, as well
as a routine for the first
show of the season.
Both GVSU color guard
and drumline perform a differ
ent routine for every football
game, so their expectations
for the shows will be held with
the same standards or better
as any other marching band.
The most significant part of
the camp is the collaboration
between the two sections.
“The camp is for them to
bond,” Martin said. “With any
section, there is bound to be
disagreements, just like in any
family, but watching them gel
as a group is so important.”
The summer camp is in
tended to facilitate the con
nection between students and
their instructors, encouraging
them to get acquainted with
each other, and foster rela
tionships that can be culti
vated in future performances.
Every part of a team is im
portant, and every part con
tributes. There is amazing sat
isfaction in coming together
and working hard alongside a
team to perform a show. The
prominent teamwork aspect
in color guard and marching
band puts an emphasis on
uniting individuals to form a
group that improves together.
“With such a great amount
of turnover, it is almost rein
venting itself’ Martin said. “It’s
a great group this year so I’m
excited to see where it goes.”

kevin sielaff

COLLABORATION

Fifteen graphic design students showcase work in exhibition
BY CARMEN SMITH
CSMI TH@LA N THORN. COM

Fifteen
graduating
graphic design students at
Grand Valley State Univer
sity displayed their semes
ter long works in the col
laborative exhibition, Grid
Nation, this past week.
Grid
Nation
opened
Monday, April 10, in the
GVSU Art Gallery in the
Performing Arts Center on
the Allendale Campus and
concluded Friday, April 14.
The students featured in
the exhibition include: Na
thanael Allen, Hannah Col-

mer, Stephen Dobrzynski,
Kathryn Dover, Bethany
Houghton, Elizabeth LaValle, Nicolette Looks, Micah
Martin, Heidi Mihm, Caitlin Plassenthal, Lina Pier
son, Catherine Rader, Jer
emy Shane, Carissa Storms,
and Ryan Van Ham. They
all worked on their individ
ual projects throughout the
semester under the guid
ance of GVSU art professor
Vinicius Lima.
“For this project, they
get to assign what they
want to do. It’s interesting
to see where their interests
lie. They had to come up

Register
now!

with a topic, with a prob
lem to solve within that
project, what touch points
that project will have, what
pieces it will have, how it
will be presented,” Lima
said. “It’s interesting to
see what they can come up
with and how they can put
all of their skills together
from the past four years
together into one big com
prehensive project.”
The artists were able to
create unique designs fo
cusing on topics they are
passionate about.
Shane
created
the
branding for a clothing
line, DGR, which included
shirts, business cards, a
lookbook, a shopping bag
and a gift card.
Houghton designed a
company called Mewow,
a small non-profit orga
nization that works with
non-profit cat shelters to
increase adoption rates.
Within
the
company,

Houghton created gift bags
that would be included
with each adoption and
four cat characters to pro
mote her business.
“I’m really into packag
ing design because it allows
for a humanistic approach
to what I create and people
get to hold and feel the de
signs I’ve been creating, so
that is where this project
really became inspiring
and fun,” Houghton said. “I
loved the exploration of the
whole branding experience
and I got to learn a lot about
what I could do through
this project, and the exhibi
tion shows all of our hard
work off and gets people ex
cited to see what ideas can
become when they have the
time to be explored.”
The student designers fa
cilitated a reception in the
gallery space Thursday, April
13, to talk about their proj
ects, collaborate with fellow
design enthusiasts and min

gle with interested viewers
who stopped to appreciate all
of their hard work.
“Grid Nation is the pin
nacle of all of our work,”
Shane said. “If you’re work
ing on something that you
love doing, be confident in
your work. Don’t be shy. This
exhibition represents a real
presentation, and kind of

takes you to the next level.”
Lima offered a word of
advice to future student
artists: never stop trying.
He is confident that the
graduating art students
will do well after they leave
GVSU and is happy with
the progress they’ve made
over the semester.

DESIGN: Fifteen graphic design students collaborated for Grid
Nation as part of their senior project, courtesy | vinicius lima
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GV photography students
collaborate on photo exhibition
BY KATE BRANUM
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM

muskegoncc.edu/apply

The photography program,
sponsored by the School of
Communications at Grand
Valley State University, will
present a collaborative exhibi
tion showcasing the work of
five photography students, in
cluding: Lindsay Bruce, Danae
Chudy, Jordan Clark, Autumn
Hand and Chantal Shuling.
As Titled will open to
the public Tuesday, April
18, in the GVSU Art Gal
lery in the Performing Arts
Center on the Allendale
Campus. Students are en
couraged to join the artists
for a reception Thursday,
April 20, from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. in the gallery space.
Each student photogra
pher displays a unique body
of work intended to highlight
their individualities and dif
ferences in camera work. The
students gathered during the
first day of class to brainstorm
ideas for the exhibition. Ul

timately, they decided on a
simple concept intended to
support the diversity of their
individual projects. The name
As Titled is meant to spark a
curiosity in viewers, urging
them to keep an open mind.
Shuling chose to create
a seven-minute film called
“Breathe” which focuses on
the effects of anxiety and panic
attacks. She drew inspiration
from her own struggle with
prolonged anxiety and a recent
panic attack she experienced.
Through her piece, she hopes
to help correct the negative
stigma attached to anxiety.
“I decided to create a short
film rather than photographs
due to my increased passion
for film and storytelling, and
because a lot of technical as
pects of filmmaking directly
relate to photography,” Shul
ing said. “With my personal
project, I would like (audi
ence members) to become
more aware of anxiety and the
stigma around it (and) create
(a) new understanding.”
Clark considers himself

to' be an environmental
ist first and a photographer
second. Through his pieces,
collectively
named
Ap
proaching Landscapes, he
aims to bring awareness to
the environmental challeng
es the world currently faces.
“I want viewers of my work
to understand that the envi
ronment needs our help, and
that humans are the problem,
though also the solution,”
Clark said. “If we are all more
conscious about our impact
on the environment, then we
can all do something about it.”
Bruce’s collection, called
Nothing In Between, was in
spired by the concept of living.
Her black and white photos
serve as small physical repre
sentations of “stopping to smell
the roses,” which is something
she feels is often underrepre
sented in this age of imagesaturated media. She calls these
little moments “nothings.”
“I’d like people to walk away
with a bit of a sense of valida
tion,” Bruce said. “I’d like them
to start thinking of their own

nothings’ as something worthy
of being presented in a gallery.”
Hand focused on per
sonal experiences when
creating her collection
called Ruins. After unex
pectedly enduring a crush
ing life experience, she be
gan incorporating flowers
in her work because they
are thought to bring hap
piness during hard times.
Her photos portray the
different stages of flowers,
from first bloom to decay.
T would like (viewers) to
be able to look at my images
and experience the emo
tions that the flowers and
smoke provoke,” Hand said.
“The series is supposed to
allow (viewers) to (explore)
their own thoughts without
being told what they are
supposed to feel.”
As Titled will be on dis
play until Saturday, April
29, with a final in-depth
viewing session from 10
a.m. to 11:30 p.m.
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GVSU FOOTBALL LEADS
NATION IN ATTENDANCE
FOR 2016 SEASON
For the fifth consecutive
season, the Grand Valley State
football team led the nation in
home-game attendance in all
of Division II. The Lakers drew
100,388 fans throughout the
season for an average of 12,549
fans per game.
GVSU broke its own single
season total, average and
single-game total (16,889) in its
eight home games at Lubbers
Stadium. The Lakers demolished
the rest of the competition in the
nation with second-place Texas
Permian Basin recording 42,098
fewer fans that GVSU.
Saginaw Valley State was
second in the GLIAC with a total
attendance of 32,462. GVSU
would have ranked 17th in all of
Division I FCS schools.
In the past 12 years, GVSU
has finished first or second
in Division II attendance 11
times. The last time.the Lakers
finished outside of the top two
was in 2009. GVSU has drawn
1,082,838 fans in 100 home
games since 2001, the best mark
in all of Division II.
MEN’S TENNIS SWEEPS
FINAL REGULAR SEASON
SERIES
The Grand Valley State men’s
tennis team finished its regular
season with two wins over GLIAC
opponents. The Lakers defeated
Tiffin 6-3 Friday, April 14, and
Walsh 7-2 Saturday, April 15.
Against Tiffin, the Lakers
(18-6) swept the Dragons in
doubles play. Zach Phillips and
Alex van de Steenoven won the
No. 1 match 9-7. Jock Heiniger
and Sebastien Lescoulie won
the No. 2 match 8-3 while Jack
Geissler and Nicholas Urban
completed the sweep 8-5 in the
No. 3 match.
Both the Lakers and the
Dragons won three matches
in singles play. Lescoulie won
the No. 1 match 6-4, 6-4 while
Geissler added another win 6-2,
7-5. Heiniger earned the final win
by a score of 4-6, 6-0, 6-2.
In the final match of the reg
ular season, the Lakers earned
another sweep in doubles play
over Walsh. Phillips and Van
de Steenoven won the No. 1
match 9-7 while Heiniger and
Lescoulie throttled their op
ponent in the No. 2 match 8-2.
Urban and Geissler concluded
doubles play with an 8-5 win in
the No. 2 match.
Lescoulie kept the hot hand
in singles play with a 6-0, 6-4
win in the No. 1 match. The
Lakers dropped the No. 2 and 3
matches but won the final three.
Van de Steenoven won the No.
4 match 6-4, 6-3. Heiniger won
his match 6-1, 6-3 while Urban
edged out his opponent with a
6-4,1-6,10-8 victory.

EARNING THEIR SPOT: Kyle Short (29) and Nick Dodson (11) during Grand Valley State football’s Spring Classic Saturday, April 15. The two hour scrimmage-style prac
tice at Lubbers Stadium proved to be a time for the younger players to impress coaches by making plays to earn their spots on the depth charts, gvl I emily erye

just get playing time. That’s a
long time. You can impact a
lot of games. There’s a lot of
he young guys were games won and lost by inches.
the focus of the Just stick with it, finish every
Grand Valley State rep and finish every play’’
The classic was a two hour
football 2017 Spring
scrimmage-style practice that
Classic at Lubbers Stadium
started at noon. While some
Saturday, April 15.
Several freshmen, soph upperclassmen sat the event
omores and juniors used out, many younger players
GVSUs spring practices saw time on the field. Spring
to impress coaches, make practice began Saturday,
plays and earn their spots March 18, which also started
GVSUs quest to replace 17 se
on the depth chart.
Former defensive end niors, 10 of which were on de
and current Baltimore Raven fense, who went 24-4 over the
Matt Judon, who attended the course of their GVSU careers.
T GVSUs question marks
classic, remembers being in
the same shoes as the young start with the defense. GVSU
graduated defensive linemen
guys just a few years ago.
“Four or maybe three Alton Voss, Sydney Omameh,
years of playing is a long time,” Mark Rosenquist, DJ Hogan
Judon said. “All three years, and Sonny Haskins. That
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS(cDLANTHORN.COM

T

group combined for 19.5
sacks and much of the defen
sive production last year.
The coaches said sev
eral players will see time
on the D-line.
“For the D-line, its al
ways a committee,” said de
fensive line coach EJ Whit
low. “We’re not going in
with just four guys going out
there playing 80 snaps, that
can’t be sustainable when
you play a lot of games. It’s
all about a lot of guys and
everybody has a role.”
The Lakers will rely
on junior Dylan Carroll
(7.5 sacks last season) and
senior Collin Schlosser
(team-high 108 tackles) to
anchor a young defense.
The Lakers will also look to
senior Garrett Pougnet (60

Knockout
Freshman Sarah Rae Batenburg
setting trends for GV boxing club

CROWING GLORY: Referee John O’Brien raises Sarah Rae Batenburg’s hand after she wins the
match Saturday, April 8. Batenburg will advance to the state finals. COURTESY I JOHN rothwell

SOFTBALL
Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. vs. Aquinas

(Doubleheader)
LACROSSE
Tuesday, 2 p.m. vs. Seton Hill
BASEBALL
Wednesday, 1 p.m. at Ashland

(DH)

backs Kalen Dunham and
DaMario Johnson as under
the radar players who stood
out. Nkansah was a standout
on special teams last year and
Dunham saw time as a true
freshman last year.
On offense, the Lakers
boast the junior backfield
duo of quarterback Bart
Williams and running back
Martayveus Carter. Williams
threw for over 3,000 yards
last year with 33 touchdowns
while Carter was named a
Harlon Hill Trophy finalist in
a season that saw him break
GVSUs single season rush
ing record (1908 yards).
Mitchell called for the
pair to be the leaders of
the offense.

some hooks at her.
“She couldn’t keep up.”
The fight was cut short by
the referee after Batenburg’s
opponent appeared unable
to stand straight. The fight
was over so quickly that even
Batenburg had no idea if she
had won the match or not.
“It was my first time com
peting so I really didn’t know
how the whole knockout pro
cess went,” Batenburg said.
“The ref waved his hands in
the air and I kx)ked at my
coach who mouthed ‘You
won’ I ran over to him crying
and gave him a huge hug be
cause I was so happy.”
Coach Shimmell Jr.
knew Batenburg had the
capability to win, but
couldn’t be fully confident
until the fight was over.
.
“Was I 100 percent sure
v she’s going to win? No, but
F
I was 100 percent sure
\ she would do okay’’
• \ Shimmell Jr. said.
^ J
Batenburg enMjf.
lered GVSU with
no prior experience
in boxing, but always
envisioned herself getting
into the sport after being a
three sport athlete in high
school. In October, Baten
burg contacted the team and
coach Shimmell Jr. through
Facebook and quickly found
her passion for the sport.
But even with her experi
ence in various sports, Baten
burg quickly discovered how
difficult boxing was physi
cally and mentally.
“I did not realize how
much of toll on your body it
has on you,” Batenburg said.
“A lot of people think that
you can just get super an
gry and just throw punches
but that’s not the case at all.
There’s some skills and tech
niques you need to learn to
survive in the sport.”
Batenburg’s
life
was

thrown a curveball when her
house caught on fire a week
before Christmas. The fire
destroyed a majority of her
and her family’s belongings.
But what she says got her
through the trauma was the
support from the members
of the GVSU boxing club.
“When something trau
matic like that happens, it
really pushes you into the
direction of something. For
me, that something was box
ing,” Batenburg said. “Ev
erybody helped me through
that moment. It was a real
bonding moment.”
One
teammate
that
Batenburg has become close
with through that experi
ence is freshman Brooke
Fox. Fox also qualified for
the state finals action even
though she didn’t have to
compete in a fight.
“Brooke is my rock. No
joke, we’ve been through so
much together even though
we have only known each
other since the beginning of
this year,” Batenburg said.
“Everyday we are training
together and it’s grown a
bond between us.
"We even have a pretty
serious SnapChat streak
going on.”
Fox has some deep roots
with the sport, as her father
was a boxer. Fox started train
ing in 2009, but hung up the
gloves until this year after the
death of her father brought
her back into the sport.
“(Boxing) is a full com
mitment,” Fox said. “Go
ing through all of this with
Sarah has made all the
tough days of training a lot
easier. We’re not girly-girls,
we’re just real friends.”
Both Batenburg and
Fox will compete in the
Finals Friday, April 21 and
Saturday, April 22 at the
Deltaplex Arena.

SEE FOOTBALL | A8

BOXING CLUB

GVSU BASKETBALL ADDS
TRANSFER FORWARD
In preparation for the
2017-18 season, the Grand
Valley State basketball team
added transfer forward Kindred
Williams from Saint Joseph’s
(Ind.). Williams will be eligible
to play next season in his last
season of eligibility since Saint
Joseph’s is closing down at the
end of the academic year.
Last season, Williams started
in 26 of 29 games, averaging
29.1 minutes per game. In that
time, he averaged 12.1 points and
6.8 rebounds per game while
shooting 52.7 percent from the
field. He also led the Great Lakes
Valley Conference with 49 blocks
while snatching 34 steals and
dishing out 46 assists.
He scored double digits in
22 games with a season-high
22 points against Drury. He
recorded five double-doubles
throughout the season. He also
was named to the GLVC AllDefensive Team last season.

VARSITY SCHEDULE

tackles), who is switching
from safety to linebacker.
GVSU coach Matt Mitch
ell said a couple of lesser
known guys caught his eye
this spring, including senior
Keane Belcher and sopho
more Michael Pettis.
Pettis saw little action last
season, while Belcher was
used as a rotational player.
Belcher, who came into the
program at 220 lbs., beefed
up to 292 lbs. for his senior
year. The lakers are planning
on utilizing him on the inside
more as an interior player.
“This is my last spring,”
Belcher said. “I have to take
advantage of it and cherish
every moment.”
Mitchell also noted sopho
more linebacker Isaiah Nkansah and sophomore defensive

BY ROBBIE TRIANO
R TRIA NOtaLAN THORN. COM

Thirty-seven seconds.
That’s all the time fresh
man Sarah Rae Batenburg
needed to grab a knockout
victory in her first ever career
match at the West Michigan
Golden Gloves Champion
ship Saturday, April 8, at the
Deltaplex Arena.
The win in the novice
165-weight class advances
her to the state finals Tues

day, April 21, and Wednes
day, April 22.
Not only was Batenburg’s
victory handled in a timely
fashion, but she also set
school milestones. Batenburg
became the first female boxer
to compete as a member of
the GVSU boxing club, the
first boxer of either gender to
win a fight and the first to win
a championship medal.
Before the fight, Baten
burg said that she was so
nervous for the fight that her

coach, Dennis Shimmell Jr.,
made her take a nap to calm
her down. Although her
nerves were getting the best
of her, Batenburg was quick
ly thrown out to a packed
Deltaplex Arena.
“There was so many peo
ple. You know they’re there,
but you can’t see them be
cause the bright lights draw
them out,” Batenburg said.
“But after she threw the first
punch and missed, I got
her and continued to throw
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TEAM PLAYER: Grand Valley State football celebrates a play Saturday, April 15. Former defensive end
and current Baltimore Raven Matt Judon also made an appearance at the practice. GVL I EMILY FRYE

CATCH: Bryce Young-Walls Saturday, April 15. GVL | emily frye

season-opener is set for Thursday, August 31 versus the Indianapolis Greyhounds,
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NEXT UP: Grand Valley State football comes together after the Spring Classic at the Lubbers Stadium.
The classic was a two hour scrimmage-style practice that started at noon at GVSU. GVL I emily FRYE

FOOTBALL
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ENVISION A

“Leadership, (Williams) is
great at it, he’s got to continue
to push the team,” Mitchell
said. “Last year Terrell Dorsey
was the leader of the running
back room. Martayveus, head
ing into his junior year, he’ll be
the most senior of the group. 1
need him to step up and lead.”
Carter plans to do that the
only way he knows how.
“Stay Marty,” he said. “I

CAREER WITH MORE
Embrace your futu
MPI Research is looking to add to our
team of hard working, quality-driven
employees. Explore our current positions,
and speak to a member of our team at our
upcoming career fair.

Finance

just got to stay Marty, be that
funny guy.stlayfhe comedran,
keep doing what I did last
year. That’s being that funny
guy, staying humble, staying
happy around the team and
make the chemistry stronger.”
Dorsey had a solid year as
well in his final ride as a Lak
er, racking up 500 yards as
the relief back to Carter. The
tailback duo, dubbed “Thun
der and Lightning” last year,
will need to find new thun
der to Carter’s lightning.
Both Mitchell and Carter

said sophomore cunning back
Bryc£ Young-Walls will be the
replacement after having a
strong spring. Asked if YoungWalls can bring the Thunder,
Carter said there’s no question.
“Oh yeah, he can most
definitely be the hammer.
He can definitely be the
thunder,” Carter said. “I still
really think we can be the
lightning and thunder.”
The Lakers’ season-opener
is set for Thursday, August 31,
on the road versus the India
napolis Greyhounds.

Research Associates J Report Coordinators QA/QC
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See all careers at www.mpiresearch.com
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STEPPING UP: Cole Kotopka pictured during the Spring Classic on Saturday April 15. The Lakers’

LEADERSHIP: Senior Garrett Pougnet waits along the sidelines during the Grand Valley State football Spring Classic. GVL I EMILY FRYE
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HOVing On UP
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM

After completing its first
doubleheader sweep since
February, the Grand Valley
State baseball team won three
of four games against Lake
Erie Friday, April 14, and Sat
urday, April 15, The Lakers
won the first pair of games
4-1 and 12-4 before splitting
the second twin bill with a 7-4
loss and a 16-7 win.
In the first two games, the
Lakers (22-12, 10-8 GLIAC)
relied on strong pitching per
formances by Ryan Arnold and
Jake Mason. Arnold pitched six
innings of one-run ball with
two walks and six strikeouts.
The Lakers entered the
sixth inning tied 1 -1, but Josh
Smith started the inning off
with a solo homerun. Later
in the inning, Anthony Villar
hit an RBI single followed by
one more GVSU run.
Closer Matt Williams
took the mound and shut
the door on Lake Erie in the
bottom of the seventh.
“Were working more on
pounding (the strike zone) at
the knees and being able to
control our off-speed (pitches)
for strikes,” Mason said.
In the second game, starter
Mason also pitched a com
plete game for the Lakers.
Mason threw 8.1 innings with
two earned runs, nine strike
outs and no walks.
“I was just trying to make
sure I kept mixing up my pitch
es and keeping hitters off bal

***

ance, just pounding the strike
zone,” Mason said.
The start marked the
first time Mason exceeded
five innings pitched in his
last three starts.
“It felt good to get back to
where I need to be,” Mason
said. “I just tried to get out of
my head and just focus on hav
ing fun out there.”
The two earned runs were
more than enough for the
GVSU offense. The Lakers
scored four runs in the sec
ond inning from a Connor
Glick two-run homerun and
a Villar RBI double.
Austin Ladoux added a solo
homerun in the third inning
before the Lakers scored four
runs in the fifth inning. Seth
Johnson mashed a two-run
homerun in the seventh inning
to add some insurance.
“We finally got the bats
swinging a little bit and got a
few good pitching outings from
a few guys (this weekend),”
Williams said. “We can com
pete with everyone.”
The Lakers’ five-game
winning streak came to an
end in the first game of the
second doubleheader. After
four innings, Lake Erie had
a seven-run lead.
The Lakers scored four runs
in the fifth inning but those
would be the only runs that
GVSU would muster.
“It’s a positive to win
three out of four,” said
GVSU coach Jamie Detillion. “All things considered,
I really felt like we should

GV baseball wins thre
of four over Lake Erie

WINDING UP: Jake Mason (33) winds up to throw the pitch Saturday. April 8. The GVSU men’s baseball team faced off against the Lake
Erie Storm Friday, April 14, and Saturday, April 15, and won three out of the four games, losing their third game 7-4. GVL I LUKE HOLMES

have won four out of four.”
The Lakers bounced back
in last game with a win in a
high-scoring affair. The Lak
ers led 3-1 after the third in
ning before Smith hit his sec
ond homerun of the weekend
in the fourth inning.
The Storm tied the game in
the bottom half of the fourth
inning, but the Lakers re
claimed the lead in the sixth
inning. Keith Browning hit a
solo homerun before Williams
busted the game open with a

“It’s always good when
guys follow through with what
we’ve worked on in practice,”
Detillion said. “It’s not quite
an exact science there, but we
are getting better.
“Especially the add on runs
and sometimes the game seems
like it’s a meaningless situation,
however if we score two or
three of those runs it could be
a game changer.”
With five wins in the week,
the Lakers jumped into a tie
with Tiffin for fourth place in

three-run homerun.
“Just get the next guy up,”
Williams said. “Just give the
next guy a chance to do the
same thing I did. Keep pass
ing the bat, get on base and
put pressure on the other team.
One run turns into two and
two turns into four.”
The Storm cut the lead to
two runs, but the Lakers pulled
away with seven runs in the fi
nal two innings. GVSU strung
together multiple RBI singles in
the final two innings.

the GLIAC. The Lakers will rely
on consistency from their start
ing pitching to make a run at
the conference title.
“It’s going to be crunch
time here,” Mason said. “The
offense is going to give us
runs so the pitchers just need
to pound the knees and give
us a chance to win.”
GVSU will finish its four
game series with Ashland in
a doubleheader Wednesday,
April 19, at 1p.m. and 3 p.m.

SOFTBALL

GV softball team extends its
dlltfclllf 1 iy winning streak to nine games
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

Don’t look now, but the
Grand Valley State softball
team is streaking.
And they’re not stopping
for anyone.
The Lakers took on the
Northwood Timberwolves for
a doubleheader on the road
Friday, April 14. The Lakers
won the first game 3-0 thanks
to a dominant performance on
the mound from sophomore
ace Allison Lipovsky. The Lak
ers took game two easily in an
all-around, 7-2 victory.
GVSU was originally sched
uled to play a doubleheader at
Saginaw Valley State Saturday,
April 15, but the games were
cancelled due to the fear of in
clement weather. The Lakers
will instead play the Cardinals
Sunday, April 30.
The Lakers, who started the
year 12-15, now sit at 21-15
(9-5 GLIAC) and fifth in the
conference. They say the key to
the nine-game winning streak,
that started Sunday, April 2, has
been consistency.
“They know what it takes
every single game, every single
inning, every single pitch,” said

GVSU coach Dana Callihan.
“That’s the one thing we talk
about: just taking every pitch
one at a time and doing what
we have to do on that particular
pitch, and work on the process
as opposed to the result.”
GVSU got yet another stel
lar performance from Lipovsky
in the 3-0 game one win. She
struck out 15 batters over seven
innings—12 of which were on
swinging strikes—for the most
by a GVSU pitcher since Jen
Mackson fanned 18 batters
March 4, 2004 (she is now as
sistant coach Jen Rivera).
Lipovsky thinks she can
break her coach’s record
one day.
“I’m hoping to hit 18 some
day^’ Lipovsky said. “By me
doing my job and doing what
I do best, throwing the pitches
I know how to throw, I think
that someday there is a chance
to get Jen’s 18 strikeouts.”
In addition, she allowed
only three hits and two walks.
Lipovsky, the back-to-back
GLIAC Pitcher of the Week,
made a strong case for a third
straight honor this week. She
is now 9-3 on the season with
a 1.32 ERA, 12 complete games
and six shutouts.

The Lakers got their three
runs off of RBIs from senior
Jenna Lenza, freshman Kelcie LaTour and senior Kelsey
Dominguez.
Lipovsky said the reason
for the recent success has been
GVSU’s ability to hone in on
the little things.
“Softball is a game of inch
es,” she said. “At the beginning
of the season, the game of
inches wasn’t on our side. Right
now, the little things are falling
for us. That’s a big factor of us
playing really well. Our hitting
is there, our defense is there.
Overall, 1 think we’re excited to
see the outcome of the season.”
The Lakers had little trouble
in game two. LaTour led the
way, batting l-for-4 with four
RBIs thanks in part to a threerun double with the bases load
ed in the sixth inning. The true
freshman now leads the Lakers
with 27 RBIs on the season.
Junior Tanner Kiessel was
perfect at the plate, going
3-for-3 with two doubles and
two RBIs. Dominguez went
2-for-3 with one RBI. Lenza
went 2-for-2 with two walks
and two doubles.
Lenza now has 19 doubles
this season, tied for secondmost for a single season in
GVSU history, behind only
Katie Martin, who had 22 in
2013. That is also GLIAC re
cord for doubles for a season.
Lenza is batting a team-high
.474 this season.

Junior pitcher Courtney
Reinhold started the game,
but was relieved in the third
after giving up an earned
run. Junior Allie Grys (4-1)
got the win, allowing just one
run over five innings with five
walks and two strikeouts.

Up next, the Lakers will
take on nonconference oppo
nent Aquinas at home Tuesday,
April 18, for a doubleheader
starting at 3:30 p.m.
The Lakers are confident
they can keep their torrid pace
up for the rest of the season.
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VICTORY: Allison Lipovsky (18) throws the pitch. GVSU women s
softball team won its ninth game in a row. GVL | LUKE holmes
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“The experience level we
have is a part of it, the hunger
we have is a part of it and the
start we had is a part of it,” Cal
lihan said. “They’re hungry.
They want to do well, and they
know what it takes now.”

■ ■ " ::
ill us at lakerextl
or submit onlin* lanthom.ci

________

I
APRIL 17, 2017

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

A10 I SPORTS

(&GVLSPORTS ^0

TRACK AND FIELD

GV athletes earn 28 provisional,
two automatic qualifying marks
in split-squad meets

Award tour

BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State track
and field teams were spread out
across the country from Thurs
day, April 13 through Saturday,
April 15. Different athletes
competed at five meets in states
as far away as California.
Being split up didn’t slow
down the production. In fact,
GVSU posted the largest num
ber of qualifying marks in a
weekend yet this season. Twen
ty-eight provisional and two
automatic marks were hit in
total, putting many athletes in
strong positions to attend the
national meet in May.
Two of the meets GVSU at
tended were in California. Big
results came out of both.
At the Mt. Sac Relays in
Norwalk, California, Kendra
Foley paced herself brilliant
ly in the womens 10,000-me
ter run to finish 15th against
top competition. Her time
of 34:16.01 gives her an au
tomatic berth to the NCAA
Division II Outdoor National
Championships.
Just a short drive to the
north, in Azusa, California,
two more big performances
came out of the Laker camp.
In the men’s 1,500-meter run,
Wuoi Mach busted across
the finish line with a time
of 3:45.38. Not only was the
mark enough to automati
cally qualify Mach for the
national meet, but it also set
a new GVSU record. Mach’s
time bested Larry Julson’s
mark of 3:47.23 set in 2014.
“The rabbit took the race
out at an honest pace,” Mach
said. “I tucked myself behind
the leaders and just hung on as
long as I could. I knew we were
running fast, but wasn’t sure of
the exact splits. I was surprised
and relieved after crossing the
line because I knew that time
would get me to nationals. My
indoor season didn’t go as I
wanted, so I’m happy to be go

ing back in the right direction."
Mach wasn’t the only
Laker to have the spot
light. Samora Nesbitt broke
through in the men’s tri
ple jump to also set a new
school record. Nesbitt leapt
15.67 meters to take fourth
place and break the previ
ous GVSU record set in
2014 when Tendo Lukwago
jumped 15.36 meters.
“The jump felt great,” the
senior said. “I’m starting to put
together three good phases
and now it’s just about being
consistent with it. I’m honored
to be able to break the record.
Tendo was a big role model
to me my freshman year, so it
means a lot to get his record.”
The men’s triple jump had

several national names, such
as Nike’s Christian Taylor, so
Nesbitt was inspired to com
pete at his best.
“The competition
was
amazing,” Nesbitt said. “It was a
great opportunity to jump with
Christian Taylor, so I was just
excited to be there.”
Elsewhere, at the Golden
Grizzly Invite in Rochester,
Michigan, the Laker sprint
ers and hurdlers posted
seven top two finishes.
“Lots of progress was
made from the last couple of
weeks,” said sprints and hur
dles coach Alan Dunson. “We
had beautiful weather. Windy,
but windy in a good way,
and a lot of people had some
breakthrough performances

or some season bests.”
Highlighting the meet was
the one-two punch of Tiara
Wiggins and Breanna Luba in
the women’s 100-meter hur
dles. Wiggins took first with
her 13.88-second finish and
Luba took second with a time
of 14.00 seconds. If the season
ended today, both hurdlers
would be on the cusp of going
to the national meet.
“That hurdles race was
the second fastest time of
Tiara’s career and almost a
lifetime best,” Dunson said.
“For Luba, that was the fast
est time of her career. They
had pretty good days.”
Further east, at the Bison
Outdoor Classic in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, the Lak

ers earned six provisional
marks, highlighted by a first
and second place finish in
the 5,000-meter run.
On the women’s side of the
5,000, Madison Goen crossed
the line in 17:15.14 to take
first. In the men’s race, Brady
Seiner took second place with
his time of 14:16.27.
At the same time, but many
miles away in Pittsburg, Kan
sas, the GVSU pole vaulters
were working hard to earn na
tional marks of their own.
On the women’s side, Skylar Schoen and Lucy Buckholz each cleared the bar at
3.67 meters to earn provision
al marks. For the men, Nate
Fasbender and Jacob Battani
both cleared at 4.78 meters to

also earn provisional marks.
GVSU returns to Allen
dale, Michigan for their first
home outdoor meet of the
season on Friday, April 21,
for the Al Owens Classic.
“The conference meet is at
home this year, so next week,
in my mind, is a conference
previewT Dunson said. “Being
at home is a nice relief, but it’s
also an opportunity for every
one to compete with a sense
of urgency since we are going
to be home for the conference
championships. For 60 percent
of the squad, it will be the last
meet for them. So, this is a mini
conference championship for
people that don’t get to com
pete at conference.”

SPLIT WINS: Wuoi Mach runs in the Men’s 1,500 meter race on the first day of competition at the 2015 NCAA Division II Track and Field Championship. Grand Valley
State track and field posted the largest number of qualifying marks in a weekend yet this season from Thursday, April 13 to Saturday, April 15.
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Announcements

.‘A -£*1
Looking for a female to
sublease room for fall
semester (August to
December) 2017, location:
East Grand Rapids, Rent:
$500 all included. Contact:
mmh006@aquinas.edu
Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments.
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location.
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!
Looking for a male sublease
to move in at the end of
April. It is located at 9
Lexington SW Ave
Managed by Fulton Place
and is a 3 floor, 4 bedroom
townhouse. 2 bathrooms on
top and bottom floor,
includes kitchen electronics
and furnished bedroom
Rent is $700 including
utilities, but it will increase
after summer to $750. The
current lease runs until the
end of July. You can contact
me at xiongc@mail edu.

In search of one more
female roommate to round
out our roommate squad!
We live in Campus West, in
the 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
townhouses. The rent is
$465 a month, with utilities
costing less than $30 a
month. We are 3 seniors
girls of varying degrees, who
are all laid-back, but still like
to have fun. Contact me at
cartshel@mail.gvsu.edu or
at (989)854-2626 for more
info!

Have you lost a necklace?
One was found outside of
the Laker Marketplace. If
you have misplaced a
necklace, please contact
Susan Leonard at
616-617-8401.

The Grand Valley
Shakespeare Festival is
hosting open auditions for
The Tempest and their
touring show Bard To Go.
The auditions are held on
Sunday, April 23rd from
2-4pm and 7-9pm in room
1103 of the Performing Arts
Center.

& Daily

Brian's Books: the better
bookstore! Now carrying
new and used book for
purchase and rent for the
Summer 2017 semester!
Located near the water
tower, it's worth the walk!
Guaranteed to save you
money!

™ Food
Deafs
Outlet

We're hiring for our new
Allendale location.
Announcements
ddfoodoutlet.com/careers
Interested in taking more
credits? Register now at
Muskegon Community
College. Summer classes
start on May 15th and Fall
classes start on August 28th.
Apply
today
at
muskegoncc.edu/apply.
Jimmy John’s serves
from-scratch food made with
excellent ingredients. At
Jimmy John's, our food is
simple; it’s clean, and it’s
fresh! We use locally
purchased produce, which is
brought in fresh and hand
sliced daily. Come in or
order online to enjoy our
freaky-fast subs!

ANSWERS

TO
PUZZLES

Peppinos Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great food,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615.

If you’re interested in
making a colorful splash this
summer, then look no
further! Artsy Jazzy offers
unique designs for various
products such as cell phone
covers, tote bags, beach
towels, shirts, flip flops and
much more! These items are
creatively one-of-a-kind with
appealing artwork from a
local Grand Valley student
who’s planning to be
showcased in ArtPrize next
fall. So, set the fashion
trends this season while
having fun under the sun
with a cool 20% off your first
order! Don’t miss out at
www artsyjazzy.com
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FOLLOW US!

MPI Research wants you to
embrace your future and
envision a career with more.
They are hosting a career
fair on April 24th from
3-8pm. It is at The Groves
Center located in
Kalamazoo. Contact
www.mpiresearch.com for
more information.

Looking for a job? Maybe
just for the summer or while
you go to school? Call
Express Employment
Professionals today at
616-499-2199. We have a
variety of positions all over
West Michigan and would
love to talk with you and help
you find work. Visit www
expressproslakeshore.com
for more information.

Like us on FacebooklB

Daily Deals in Allendale is
hiring! It is located where
Save-A-Lot used to be
Come check it out and pick
up an application!

Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas. Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals.
(906) 847-7196.
www theislandhouse.com

FOLLOW US!
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